
After years of working with 

Innisbrook Gift Wrap as the 

schoolôs major fundraiser, the 

SFA Home and School Associa-

tion decided to go in a different 

direction.   

This year they gave Booster-

thon a trial run.  Boosterthon 

involves students getting pledg-

es from their families and 

friends.  Each pledge is a prom-

ise to donate a certain amount to 

a student who participates in 

Boosterthonôs Fun Run.  And, 

for every pledge promised, the 

student gets a rocket that he or 

she launches on Boosterthon 

Day in an effort to win valuable 

prizes.  

After tallying the honored 

pledges, the Association has 

confirmed that Boosterthon will 

be the schoolôs major fundrais-

ing source for the foreseeable 

future.  Home and School Asso-

ciation president Jennifer 

Bougeois stated, ñ The guys who 

ran Boosterthon did all the work 

and supplied all the prizes.  After 

paying Boosterthon their share, 

we were very pleased with the 

amount of money that was 

raised.ò   

The big winner of the Rocket 

Launch was seventh-grader Jack-

son Lewis who won the Xbox 

360.  All the kids who participat-

ed in the Fun Run had a great 

time.  Seventh-grader  Elizabeth 

Bunch said she loves to run so 

the Fun Run was a really nice 

break from the routine of every-

day classes.   

The Home and School Asso-

ciation feels certain that Booster-

thon will be a bigger, more suc-

cessful event each year. 

 

By Allison Weske 

 

 

 

 

 

Catholic Schools have in-

fluenced many young people. 

They have led students to suc-

cess in life. Students are suc-

cessful because they are taught 

about God, they learn a common 

set of morals and values, they 

are valued by the school faculty 

and staff, and they are taught to 

love and respect others.   

First, students are taught 

religion. This brings the children 

spiritually closer to God. Stu-

dents are allowed to pray and 

share their common foundation 

in faith.  As a result, there is 

less time spent with discipline 

and more time learning. 

The teachers are another 

positive influence. They care 

for every student and make sure 

no one is left behind. They do 

hands-on activities to make 

learning fun. They also love to 

make us laugh!  Teachers love 

their students and create an 

open environment where stu-

dents are taught based on indi-

vidual learning styles.  

Catholic Schools teach 

morals and values that prepare 

us for later in life. They have a 

friendly environment which 

teaches a positive attitude. Eve-

ryone, no matter what back-

ground, is welcomed into the 

school.  Students are taught 

through class work, and by ex-

ample ethical behavior, respect, 

and hard work.  Students and 

faculty support each other not 

just in school work, but in extra-

curricular activities as well. 

Next, Catholic schools offer 

plus programs, so anyone that 

falls behind can catch up. They 

work at a pace the student is 

comfortable with, and will re-

teach a concept if needed.  The 

smaller class size allows teach-

ers to help students learn and 

succeed when a typical environ-

ment is not suitable. 

Catholic schools prepare 

students for life.  Imagine a 

world where individuals lacked 

faith, kindness, ambition, and 

respect.  Without prayer and a 

solid foundation of faith, this can 

become reality.  Catholic schools 

are working hard to develop 

young minds to succeed in the 
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challenges of the future.  Catholic 

schools contribute to studentsô life-

long friendships, love for learning, 

and solid, ethical contributions to 

society.  The corporations of to-

morrow are looking for the strong 

education and morals instilled in 

Catholic students today.  

 

 

 

 

During Catholic Schools Week 

students wrote essays about their 

school . Here is Allison Weskeõs 

essay. 

4K students enjoy the Fun Run 

with their friends. 

Hannah Ferrari, Nick Rooney, 

and Reece Chadwick all take a 

shot at winning a prize in the 

rocket launch.  

 

Allison Weske, Seventh Grade 
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you cannot play yet; no experience is 

required to qualify.   
òI am challenging all students from 

fourth to seventh grade to pick up an 

instrument, to learn about music, and 

to create awesome music with 

friends,ó said band director Mr. Wells. 
Eighth-grade trumpet player Ryan 

Cobb added, òWe have a lot of fun in 

band.ó  So, if youõre interested, let Mr. 

Wells know and begin your  musical 

adventure. 

 

By Harley Chapman and 

Sophie Bougeois 

 
Have you ever thought about 

joining band but didnõt know what 

to expect?  Well, after reading this 

article, you will.  Thereõs a wide 

variety of instruments from which 

to choose: snare drum, trumpet, 

saxophone, trombone, flute, clari-

net, and others.  In band, you can 

learn to read and play music.  You 

also make new friends and have a 

fun learning experience.  Itõs okay if 

Wordsmithing Wolves Get Notice  

By Ryan Cobb 
The clock is winding down; the writers 

struggle to find the right words.  They 

concentrate a little harder and try to turn 

their thoughts into an effective essay.  This 

is what happens every year at Wordsmith.  

Wordsmith is a writing competition for 

students in grades seven through twelve in 

our area.  Writers compete against their 

peers in a series of unique events that test 

their skills as a wordsmith.  This year   

Jake Griesmer, Julia Wray,                 

Kirkland Schuler, and Ryan Cobb joined 

their coach Mrs. Wendy  Stewart to rep-

resent SFA at the event held at the      

University of Memphis.  
Mrs. Stewart explained, òWordsmith is 

an exciting competition for public and 

private schools.  Two students from each 

grade level get to compete each year.ó  

In its second year as a participant, SFA 

did very well.  Jake received honorable   

mention in the 80-word dash, Ryan took 

first place in the 40-word dash, and  

Kirkland took third place in the         

120-word dash and also third place in 

the 400-word dash, the main event.  The 

combined efforts of Kirkland and Ryan 

won Saint Francis the third-place overall 

trophy for eighth grade. Kirkland, a 

Wordsmith veteran, stated excitedly, òI 

love being here, and it is a great privilege 

to return again this year.ó  SFA is very 

proud of its writing wolves. 

 

 

 

SFA Eighth -Graders Experience Career Day 

By Maddie Arnold 

Eighth grade students at St. 

Francis of Assisi Catholic School 

spent the day pondering their 

futures during the annual Eighth 

Grade Career Day. Organized by 

middle school counselor Dan 

Lohrman, Career Day is meant 

to give students a glimpse of  

career options available to them 

after high school and college. 
Several weeks prior to the 

event, the students completed an 

interest battery which identified 

careers which might interest 

them.  Using the information 

provided from the survey,      

Mr. Lohrman chose speakers from a    

variety of occupations.  

Speakers from various career fields 

included the following:  Sandra Cea 

(Psychology), Don Thompson 

(Military), Craig Piowaty (Pilot),      

Dr. Tracy Gillespie (Veterinarian), 

Lynda Lacrouts (Teaching), Charles 

Blatteis (Law), David Cluck (Banking), 

Bill McGregor (Engineering), Armando 

Sobalvarro (Architecture),  Chris 

Conroy (Writing), Mike Bonham (Law 

Enforcement), Dr. Vanessa Sepulveda 

(Medicine), Andy Wise (TV/Radio), 

and Matt Dolan (Photography).      

Career day was an educational event 

that gave students a brief glimpse into 

the  adult world of vocations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coach Wendy Stewart, Jake  

Griesmer, Kirkland Schuler, Ryan Cobb, 

and Julia Wray display the trophy.  

Andy Wise talks about his career in television. 

Kelsi Wells listens as David Cluck  

discusses banking and business with the students.  

Band members practice with SFAõs band  

director Mr. Wells. 

Band 



By Ashley Buckingham 

The week of January 31 

to February 4 was Catholic 

Schools Week.  The week 

was to celebrate all catholic 

schools and their education-

al benefits for America.  

During the week, the Scho-

lastic book fair visited our 

school.   It was very suc-

cessful in that students and 

classrooms got the books 

they wanted.  On Thursday, 

students were given York 

Peppermint Patties in honor 

of our principal, Mrs. York. 

Thursday night was 

Grandparentôs Night, where 

students could show their 

parents and families around 

their classrooms.  Friday was 

the highlight of the week for 

the students; it was a jeans 

spirit day with early dismissal 

and a student/faculty volley-

ball game.  Throughout the 

school, the students partici-

pated in an essay contest 

about how catholic schools 

are a plus for America.    

Congratulations to all the 

winners!  Thanks to all the 

teachers and volunteers, the 

week was a shining success! 

Catholic Schools Week 

Student/Faculty Volleyball Game  
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By Kirkland Schuler 

Everyone had a great time at the student/faculty volleyball game!  

Every year, St. Francis pits students against  teachers and staff  for a 

fun and exciting day.  This year, the eighth-grade was determined to 

win.  The gym was roaring with students cheering the teams as hits 

passed over the net.  The final student serve sailed over the net onto 

the teachersô side of the court.  The ball was hit and came soaring 

back to the students.  We all just watched as the student lunged, but 

it was too late.  The volleyball hit the court, and the game was over.  

The teachers had won.  As eighth-grade teacher Wendy Stewart said, 

ñThe faculty always wins!ò  Little does she know, the current sev-

enth-graders are already preparing for next yearôs contest.  Game on!  

A drawing by Jesslyn Card 

(First Grade) for Catholic 

Schools Week  

Faculty and staff along with Monsignor  

gather for their victory photo. 

The teachers have lots of fans!!  

The Eighth -graders in 

action  

on the court!  

Second-grader Carson Massa cheers on his  

teacher Mrs. Clark.  

Monsignor Buchignani says 

Mass for the entire school as 

part of the celebration of 

Catholic Schools Week. 



By Jake McClure 

On March 10, nearly all of our fifth-graders met at the PLC before dawn.  These lucky kids were going to Victory 

Ranch.  Victory Ranch is a five hundred acre outdoor adventure area that SFA students in the fifth grade go to in 

spring.  They spend two eventful days there doing several exciting activities, including a zip line and rock climbing.  

Thereôs also a challenging team balancing act, where all the members of a certain team must fit onto a large seesaw 

and balance on it.  None of the students who go on this field trip leave disappointed.  Andrew Barczak, a student who 

recently went there said, ñI loved it.  It was great!ò  It is an annual and  magnificent trip that everybody enjoys. 
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Talented Students Present Musical  
By Jake Griesmer 

This yearôs school musical Thoroughly Modern Millie Jr. was a huge success.  Tim Vaziri, SFA Music Teacher,  in his 

third directing assignment co-directed with Jordan Wells, SFA Band Director.  Principal characters included Cassandra       

Carrasco as Millie, Spencer Smith as Jimmy, Kirkland Schuler as Mrs. Meers, Sarah Turner as Miss Dorothy, Matthew      

Barczak as Ching Ho, Stephanie Le as Bun Foo, Harley Chapman as Miss Flannery, and Brian Shaffrey as Trevor Graydon.  

The musical production was immensely entertaining.  Cast member Matthew Smith said, ñPractices and performances went 

very well. My favorite part was definitely the dancing not the singing.ò  All the performers and crew were thrilled and pleased 

when the curtain went up for the April 8 and 9  performances.   

(from left to right)  
Katelyn Dabney, Emily 

Odom, and Lindsey  

Gaffney enjoy each  

otherõs company. 

Fifth-graders enjoy 

the zip line.  

The fifth grade 

takes on the  tow-

er of terror  Fifth-graders enjoy challenging  

team-building exercises. 

Victory Ranch   

Modern Millie Photo Gallery  



 Art Gallery  
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Whale   

Jake Griesmer, seventh grade 
President Weiss 

Mckenzie Weiss, third  grade 
Memphis in May: Belgium 

Isabella Webb, first grade 

Heart Prayer 

Katherine Vasallo, fourth grade 

Hermit Crab 

Sarah McMahon, seventh grade 

Fish  

Aris Ransom, seventh grade 

Spanish Monster 

Mela Clorina, first grade 
Fish  

Katie Barkley , eighth  grade 

Squid 

Meghan Brino, eighth grade  

Cartoon by: Jake Griesmer  


