
 

        
By: Harley Chapman 

This yearôs fall musical 

was a phenomenal production 

brought to St. Francis through 

the Missoula Childrenôs    

Theatre. The Tortoise Versus 

the Hare was a laugh-out-loud 

musical with tons of unex-

pected twists and turns that 

kept you on the edge of your 

seat. Eighth-grader Aris    

Ransom expertly played the 

speedy Curly Hare, and      

seventh-grader Kara Drago    

skillfully played the slow-and-

steady Coach Shelly Bowl-

back.  
These students had only 

one week to put on this major 

production. That meant they 

spent long hours everyday 

rehearsing after school. Mrs. 

Chando commented, ñWe dis-

covered so much talent in our 

school. The students worked 

hard to learn lines and songs in 

just one week.ò The cast and 

crew was led by Mrs. Chando, 

Mrs. Crone, and Mrs. Jones. 

Missoulaôs John Appling and 

Megan Wiltshire directed. 

Without all of them, the pro-

duction wouldnôt have been 

possible.  
At the conclusion of the 

performances, Mary Conroy, 

Matthew Crowe, and Aris 

Ransom were chosen to audi-

tion for the Missoula Sum-

mer Childrenôs Theatre. Way 

to go guys! The Tortoise  

Versus the Hare was a big hit 

and a spectacular show. 

By: Sarah Turner 

 Father Jolly Sebastian was 

born on January 31, 1973, in 

India. He was called to the 

United States in October 2004 

by the Lord to do service in 

this country. He was educated 

in India at St. Maryôs in Ria-

puram. For high school and his 

undergraduate school he went 

to Saint Joseph Pontifical Sem-

inary. He is awaiting his favor-

ite holiday, Christmas, because 

of the birth of baby Jesus, as 

well as the choirs of angels 

singing. His favorite thing 

about our school is seeing the 

children all the time. John 

3:16, his favorite bible verse, 

reminds us all that ñfor God 

so loved the world, that he 

gave his only begotten son 

that whosoever believes in 

Him shall not perish, but have 

everlasting life.ò This tells us 

that God loved us so much, he 

sent his only son to die for us 

so that we could live forever 

in heaven with Him. It is a 

very powerful bible verse, so 

it is understandable why it 

would be Father Jollyôs favor-

ite. He enjoys playing a varie-

ty of sports, such as volley-

ball, badminton, and tennis. 

 When asked why he     

became a priest, Father Jolly  

replied, ñMany are called, few 

are chosen.ò On a typical priest 

day, he celebrates mass, hears 

confession, visits the sick and 

gives communion to them, and 

does counseling. 
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SFA Welcomes  

Father Jolly  

The Tortoise Versus the Hare  

Penelope Link played ñBaby 

Bonnie Bunnyò wonderfully. 

The animals all sit together, even 

though some of them have green 

skin and some have brown fur! 
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Words of Wisdom 
Failure is success if  

you learn from it. 

~ Malcolm Forbes 

As part of the 7th grade ñMary in 
Our Livesò Project, Isabella Giddens 

submitted the following poem: 

Morning Star 

Morning star shining so bright 

You lead us through the hazy 

night  

You guide us through our  

horrible day  

And inch us closer to God in 

every way 

You make us see within  

ourselves 

The loving child you created 

through yourself 

Help to see your love of him 

So we may use it in the end Father Jolly after Mass. 

Fall 2011   
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Color Day, September 13, 2011  

Field DayField Day   

The light blue team flexes its  

muscles for the tug-o-war. 

7th graders Kara Drago 

and Anna Schuman pause 

for a picture before the 

competition. 

The orange team takes the 

field for the kickball game. 

Andy Holtwick (7th) is  

excited for the competition 

that is ahead. 

Rachel Riedel (5th) enjoys a 

 popsicle after Field Day! 

5th and 6th graders rest 

after a hard workout. 

Ashley Buckingham, Emily 

Chandler, and Harley  

Chapman enjoy making 

sandwiches. 

Students of all ages gather to 

have their pets blessed. 

8th graders Meghan Weiss,  

Chavian Kindred, and Abby Disalvo 

help 2nd grader Kathryn Hosp and 

their 2nd grade prayer  

partners in Mrs. Taylorôs class. 

Ella Lamey (2nd) and Anna 

Graziosi (8th) work together to 

build a birdhouse. 



By: Ashley Buckingham 
 The Boosterthon crew visited 

St. Francis of Assisi on the week of 

October 19 through the 27, and we 

had a blast! This year, Boosterthon 

was our major fundraiser instead of 

Innisbrook gift wrap. Boosterthon 

raises money by encouraging chil-

dren to earn pledges that will accu-

mulate money per lap run at the fun-

run. To get kids excited to raise 

money, the Boosterthon guys visited 

every homeroom, pepping people up 

and, in the middle school, engaging 

in contests. The clear favorite  

Boosterthon official was Tornado 

Tommy. He was the person that 

inspired the majority of the middle 

school to earn pledges. ñI loved the 

Boosterthon, and it was so much 

The Blessing of the Pets  

fun!ò said 5th grader, Garth Webster.                      

 The ñfun-raising fundraiserò  

ended on October 27 with a launch 

party, which was where everyone 

received their prizes. According to 

eighth-grader, Sophie Bougeois, 

ñBoosterthon was a great way to earn 

money for the school and to have fun 

in the process!ò In the end, everyone 

was happy; the students enjoyed 

themselves at the pep rallies and at the 

fun-run, the school raised lots of  

money, and memories were made. 

Tornado Tommy  
of the Boosterthon 

team. 

Jack Conroy won a 

helicopter at the 

rocket launch. 

7th graders prepare  

to launch their rockets in 

hope of winning a  

Boosterthon prize. 

The Memphis Police Department brought  

their horses to the blessing. 

Brothers  

Billy and  

Michael  
England, 

bless their 

puppy. 8th graders 

Zo± Woods, 

Gaby Rojas, 

and Nicole 

Hemme enjoy 

the blessing of 

the pets. 

Boosterthon   
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By:  Sophie Bougeois 
This year, homecoming week was a real hit! Everyone in the 

school got into the spirit! Homecoming week began on Tuesday, 

September 13, with Color Day. Every grade level had to come to 

school dressed in that gradeôs designated color. The hallways 

looked like an ocean of rainbows! On Wednesday and Thursday, 

the lunchroom prepared special meals for all of the students and 

teachers. It was very nice of them to contribute to the homecom-

ing spirit. On Friday, we fulfilled a popular homecoming tradition 

by celebrating Generation Day.  

On Generation Day, fifth through eighth graders dressed like 

people did during their given time period. Fifth-grade dressed like 

the 1950s, sixth-grade dressed like the 1960s, and so on. It is always 

a favorite part of homecoming week because the kids always get into 

it and have a great time in the process! ñI love Generation Day so 

much; itôs like being taken for a ride in a time machine!ò said eighth-

grader, Harley Chapman. Also on that day, all of the middle school 

students were given a poster board the size of their locker door. They 

had to take it home and decorate it with aspects of school spirit over 

the weekend. Then on Monday, they took it to school and taped it to 

their locker doors to show their school spirit. Also on Monday, we 

had a spirit jeans day and a pep rally. There the cheerleaders per-

formed their best for us, and we all screamed for the spirit stick. That 

night we cheered on our football teams at the annual homecoming 

game. Now that was a great way to wrap up this yearôs homecoming 

week! 

By: Lindsay Arvin and  

 Sophie Bougeois 
If you drove by the church on the 

morning of October 4, 2011, you 

would have seen a crowd of kids   

wearing colorful t-shirts holding pets of 

all sorts. You are looking at St. Francis 

of Assisiôs annual blessing of the pets. 

This event is always held on October 4, 

St. Francis of Assisiôs feast day. So 

what better way to celebrate the patron 

saint of animalsô feast day than to hold 

a blessing of the pets? Also on this day, 

St. Francis of Assisi School held their 

field day in celebration of their patron 

saint. The blessing of the pets was only 

one of the many activities held on that 

day for the students to enjoy. After 

8:15 mass that morning, the childrenôs   

parents came to the church parking lot 

with that familyôs pet or pets. After 

everyone was settled, Father Patrick       

Gallagher said a prayer over the animals  

and sprinkled holy water on them. This 

large gathering of children, parents, and 

tons of furry friends is definitely an event to 

remember. 

Sisters Sarah and 

Evy Montgomery 

bring their  pets to 

be blessed. 

Homecoming Week  
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Book Reviews: The Hunger Games  

By: Sydney Bloodworth  

 Let the seventy -fourth  

annual Hunger Games begin!  

Join Katniss Everdeen and  

Peeta Mellark as they compete in an 

exciting post -apocalyptic event. Twen-

ty -four kids, ages ranging from twelve 

to eighteen, must compete in an event 

that takes place on dangerous terrain 

and is, to put it simply, a fight to the 

death. The Hunger Games by Suzanne 

Collins is a must -read for students 

fifth through eighth grade; and may 

the odds be ever in your favor.  
 

Q:  My dad and mom keep bugging me 

to play a sport. I am already taking   

gymnastics, but they say itõs not a sport. 

I am active and fit, and I already know 

how to work as a team. What should I 

do?  

 
A: According to the  

dictionary, a sport is any activity 

with rules. I personally know that 

gymnastics has rules because I 

used to do it. Tell your parents that 

you are comfortable with what you 

do now and would not like to do 

the sport. If they insist you do it, 

then just try it. Who knows? You 

might like it! Best of luck!  

Q:  What do you do when your three 

best friends ignore you and donõt even 

think about you? 

 
A: That is a very good question  

that has probably applied to eve-

ryone at one point or another. The 

first thing you should do is try and 

talk it out. If this doesnõt work, try to 

broaden your range of friends. 

Now, Iõm not saying abandon all of 

your old friends. You could sit with 

someone else at lunch, or invite 

someone to sit with you.  I hope 

everything works out!  

 

 

Q:  What are some great study       

methods? 
 

A: Good question! Everyone  

has different learning styles. Here 

are a few ideas:  

-Set goals for yourself.  

-Set up an area for studying only.  

-Work on one assignment at a 

time; donõt overwhelm your brain! 

-Take breaks every 

once in while! It 

helps your  

concentration.  

-Underline or high-

light the important 

parts of your notes.  

Congratulations to   

8th grader Brian  
Shaffrey who was 

named Kid of the 

Month in ñKids in 

Theatre,ò a magazine 

for child actors.  

7th Grader Kara Drago was the first 

place winner at the district level in 

the Lions Club International Peace 

Poster Contest. Her artwork, now 

being considered at the regional 

level, is pictured here. 

 

Homecoming Week 

8th graders 

Harley  
Chapman and 

Bryana Clancy 

pose on 80ôs 

day. 

Gabrielle  

Lomasney,  
Anna Nash, 

Kylie  
Schaumburg, 

Anna Schmidle, 

and  

MaryClaire  

Casaccia look 

fly in their 50ôs  

outfits.  Curtis Scott and 

Ethan McCrory 

went all out for 

their 80ôs day 

costumes. 

Sarah Henson, Chase  
Chiozza, Mrs. Cluck, Mark 

Brouwer, and Andrew Barczack 

look great in their matching  

purple shirts. 

Mr. Jeffreyôs  

6th period class 

smiles in their 

groovy 70ôs 

clothes.  

7th grade girls looked 

pretty in pink on Color 

Day. 

At the West  
Tennessee Diocesan 

awards ceremony,  

8th grader Sophie 

Bougeois was  
recognized as the 

Outstanding  
Ambassador of 

Peace. 

 


